CONDE NA!

ARITAIN| PROPIRTY

ACROSS -

THE WATER

From contemporary apartments to traditional villas,
some of London’s finest propertics look out across the Thames.

Rosemary Brooke explores the rich array of riverside homes
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w River Thames has always been
the backbone of London — the city
has grown up along its bends and
curves. It has been immortalised in
evervihing  [rom  paintings 10 poery,

capturing the imaginations of successive

generations. Onee, chis great river was the
route of nearly all of the capital’s commerce,
as boats laden with goods travelled up and
down its length, the waterway bustling with
trade and industry, "Today, London’s great

river is less of a husy highway and more of a
place of leisure — you're more Tikely 10 sce a
vessel laden with tourists, rather than tmber

but it remains one of the most iconic
features of the capial,

There are many reasons why properties
that overlook the Thames are so popular
The views, of course, are the most
obvious selling pomt. In a city where so

many |

dings lace squarely upon their
neighbours, a river view ollers a rare
sense of space and freedom. The constant
movement of the water as it flows towards
the sea gives a feeling of hife and energy, a
reminder of the natural world,

As you move along the Thames

asl, you can see how

rom west (e
its character changes. Tt winds its
way through some of the leafiest
areas of west London, through
Richmond, past Kew Gardens
and on 10 Chiswick. Here it is
possible to find that rarest of
London features a property
with a good-sized garden. A five-
nily on the
market with Knight Frank and
Hampions is a prime example,

bedroom house cur

with a 180-foot  garden that
leads down 1o the river bank
Set on a quiet road with ample ofl:sireet
parking, Hartingion Road is a detached
villa with generously proportioned rooms,

and an owdoor swimming poal that faces



out across the Thames. The apposite bank

18 lined with trees, so

ere's a sense of be
in the countryside — a rare thing in such a
major capital cicy.

A few bends along, and the river is almos.
at the heart ol London. On the north side
lies e Chelsea Embankment, while on
the suuth is Batersen Park and Nine Elins,

the Zater ol which is being substantially

reale a e
Pdisteict  the US

embassy vecently moved there, One ol the

rvesidential and car

mast signilicant recent prajects an this side

of the viver has heen the renovation of the

ald Battersea Power Staton. Its high brick
wowers have long been a local landmark,
and it is now an excidng mix of shops,
restaurants and apartments, with more se.
w open, The Grade % listed building will
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BAZALGETTE COURT, W6

tonr of the Thames t

urned inlo & seres of a0 t i this twe . . .
festores host all manner of business and projects

everything from a cinema o Apple’s

new UK campus. Many of the residential

units display traces of the building’s past,

such as the inal sieelwork, which has

deliberately been left an shaw. The upper

penthouses have their own rool gardens,
offering spectacular vantage poinis across
Londan and the Thames, yet the smaller
units are also sought after, thanks o the

m amenities on offer to residents.

The Battersea Power Stauon development

has been carclully managed to provide a

healthy mix of independent shops creating

villa

experience, with lilestyle advantages
such as commuting o the city by river
taxi with a paper and coffee in hand,” says
property search agent Hannah Aykroyd
wwwaykroydeo.com). “The close proximity
the open spaces of Batersea Park, the newly
opened Battersea Park Tube station at the
BELVEDERE GARDENS, end of the Northern Line, and a short walk
across Chelsea Bridge to Sloane Square

make this the epitome of modern living.'
As you carry on down the riy

T, yOu pass
Westminster and the Houses of Parliament
1

e South Bank and the City, and continu
on towards the soaring spires of Canary

Wharf, During the Victorian era, this area

was one of the busiest docks in t

and a hub of commerce, so it’s ratd
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thaat today it’s such a key fnancial district,

There’s also an increasingly diverse array
of residential options for thuse who are

atracted 1o the a, cither becanse ol work,

or by the excellent transport links.

A new development that offers some-
thing wonderfully unexpected is Wardian
19ih-

century invention called the Wardian case,

London. It takes us name from a
an early type of terrarium used 1o transport
newly discovered plants safely from far-
flung locations. Some of the prized speci-
mens bound for Kew and other botanical
gardens would likely have been brough

these residential

The

ashore close o whe two

wwers now stand botanical  theme

even inspired the de

wraparound Lerrac

outdoor space, which has been landscaped

with a mix of ferns and succulens. The
double-height lobhy e a liule like a
rainforest — there are fully grown trees and
plants flourishing behind glass panels - and
displays of plants appear throughout the
building. I's modern in

ambitions way,

yeu inspired by the area’s past — a testa-
ment to how London is ahways evolving
Yet however much the city’s landscape may
change, one thing has remained constant
across the centuries — the flowing waters of

the River

Thames.
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