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NEW HOMES

The green,

green grass
of London

As the capital becomes the world’s fivst National Park City,
Laura Latham looks at what developers are doing to help
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trees has been planted after consulta-
tion with Kew Gardens to find the right
species for the site, and several pockets
of land have been left to rewild.
“Around a quarter of the 85 acres will
be public open space,” says Tollast.

He points to other developments
that have incorporated swathes of
nature, such as Berkeley’s Kidbrooke
Village in south-east London, which
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talleat residential tower in Europe.
That makes its roof terrace, on the 75th
ﬂoar,theh)ghestgardenmtnwn Itis
one of two garden spaces that span the
‘width of the building.

E “Gardens add genuine value to the
E community,” says Rami Atallah, Chal-
F grave’s project coordinator. He says
b high-rises are often not designed in a

_ way that naturally fosters community,

but help to create a sense of

bourhood. “We don’t want to lose

the human aspect. The here

;re good for the well-being of resi-
lents.”

London may be the first National
Park City, but it wor’t be the last. Other
cities now aiming for the same status
include Glasgow and Birmingham,

Some developers are already on
board with the idea of the National
Park City, including Quintain, which is
behind much of the regeneration
around London’s Wembley Stadium.
“Creating... landscapes for schemes is a
vitally important part of the environ-
ment in London;” says Julian Tollast,
Quintain’s head of masterplanning,
who is also a trustee of the National
Park City Foundation. “It isn’t incom-
patible with the need to build houses.”

* Wembley Park is changing from a
heavily urban, concrete landscape into
somewhere with a seven-acre park,
roof gardens and terraces alongside
8,000 new properties. An avenue of

Galway in Ireland, the Austrian city of
Salzburg, and Adelaide in Australia.
The foundation has also had interest
from cities in Asia and South America.

De Zylva is hoping this month'’s festi-
val will raise awareness and apprecia-
tion of London’s green spaces and the
organisations that are working to
promote and protect them. “There’s a
debate to be had about how we use
land and water, support wildlife and
accessible green space. What if London
was greener, healthier, wilder?” *

National Park Clty Festival runs__
from July 20-28; nationalparkcity.
london




