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restling the iPad
out of your
child’s hands is

garden on the 27th floor that has a spe-
cially regulated environment to nur-
ture plants and trees not normally

cover, aims to bring
the classic London

| square indoors

always a chal-| foundinside to create the feeling of be-
lenge ~ particu-| ing outside. “It’s a space where chil-
larly when there
are no play-| seek and navigate the space as if they
grounds or trees | were in a park, and where their parents.

nearby to tempt the more intrepid | can chat as they watch over them,”
youngsters. Atallah adds. The 725 homes in the

1t’s a hot topic for many parents. As | building, which also ha.s arooftop gar-
children mday spend more time watch- | de fro
ing games h
and tinkerlng on phcnes than previous vnal if ahes want to remal.n competi-
generations, there's a growing concern tive, according to a report published
about the developmental problems this week by Arup, the urban planning
that can be caused by lack of stimuli consultancy. As well as air pollution, | THE GREAT
from the outside environment, Bear traffic and crime, it blames high-rise | OUTDOORS
Grylls, the adventurer and television living for restricting children’s inde- | SpringParkat
presenter, has spoken of the need to pendence and ability to play, and calls | Woodberry Down,
strike a balance on and civic leaders to | main,isopen to the
and bushcraft”, while in August Face- introduce pudesxn;mised “play” | local community;
boolds co-founder Mark streets, inter spaces such | the 110 homes at
published a heartfelt letter to his new- as urban gardens and open-air swim- | Cambium are built
born child: “The world can be a serious ming pools, better traffic con- around an ‘urban
place. That's why it’s important to trolsand wild outdoor spaces. meadow' with play
make time to go outside and play.”

The tech titan's call to discover a
“magical” childhood outdoors is at
odds with not just his digital media em-
pire but also a society in which more
people now live in cities than in the
countryside. leh a fnsbgmwing ur-
‘banised and

“We have to ask ourselves, areas, below

are we building homes to suit
people’s needs?” says James
Fenner of Silk Road, a prop-
erty marketing company.
“Along with good Wi-Fi, park-
ing and a facility to accept
we've found that

homes, how can we reconcile this need

Property developers increasingly
have children and families in mind
‘when designing their new homes. “We
feel very strongly that today’s children
do not get the same life that we had and
in a crowded city it’s difficult to create
outdoor space,” says Rami Atallah of
Chalegrove Properties, the devels

people looking for an apart-
ment prioritised a communal
len. More people were
keen on inte ting nature in
an integrating
technology

Some housebuilders are a
step ahead when it comes to

incorporating chﬂd-fﬂen

behind the Landmark Pinnacle in the
Isle of Dogs, east London. The 75-floor
tower is designed to bring the “classic
London square” indoors, with a lush

Lendlease is prioritising out-
door areas for under-sevens
in its developments in Lon-
don, Manchester and York, In

its Cambium scheme in South-
fields, south-west London, 55
townhouses and 55 flats are cen-
tred around an urban meadow
featuring an eco-play area -
think ropes and timber rather
than a bright plastic climbing
frame - with logs to climb on and
an oak tree believed to have
been planted by the celebrated
gardener Capability Brown. Half
of the houses, which start from
£1.5million for threc bedrooms,
have been bought by families,

says Richard Cook, head of resi-
;ijﬂ;;:tla'-]l1 at Lendlease. “IU’s eﬁ-

at we recognise it
families are moving back into
cities at an accelerated pace and
that we build homes that facili-
tate children’s play.”

Other developments with out-
door play areas for children
include St James’ Fitzroy Gate in
Old Isleworth, west Londnn.
‘which has a wooden clim]
area and a wild flower field, with
homes available from £14mil-
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- Lincoln Square, left,

has a 758 sq ft

playroom split into
ifferent zones by

rope screens

Riverside development in south-west
London. Prices start from £3.25mil-

on,

Other housebuilders have gone for
something a little more imaginative,
Over in south-east London, Telford
Homes' Bermondsey Works develop-
ment, which has one of the longest
rooftop terraces in London,

|Geroar et~

by Berkeley Homes in schemes such as
Royal Wells Park in Tunbridge Wells,
where prices start from £715,000, and
Ryewood in Sevenoaks, where
£545,000 will buy a three-bedroom
home. “Having green open spaces in
close proximitly is a top priority for
buyers, especially those with young
children,” says Karrina Oki, sales and
marketing director at Berkeley. At
Royal Wells Park, she adds, children
are always drawn to the timber play
area.

Building child-friendly spaces that
are not restricted to residents of the
development can boost parents’ views
of the neighbourhood and help chil-
dren make friends in the area, too. Atits
‘Woodberry Down scheme in north
London, Berkeley is building Spring
Park. The first of four parks for the
local community, it will have 4.5 acres
of open space overlooking the West
Reservoir, including a play area.

Of course, it's not
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Selected snippels from the world of property

to the workhouse, and later
his mother went to a mental
asylum. The house and area
has changed completely since.
On the market for £975,000
with Dexters, the property has
two reception rooms, two
bedrooms, a small courtyard,
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A SPORTING
5| LIFE FOR ALL
Chess boards, ping
pong tables and
badminton nets
help keep older
children busy as
well at Fulham
Riverside, below.

lion. There’s also Prospect
East from L&Q, which pits it-
sclf as a “new urban commu-
nity” in east London’s
Stratford. Its child-friendly
spaces have jumping logs, a

- rattand David Wilson Homes

offers a fun space with grass- always practical to send
covered seats, swivel chairs, gg‘g&l;’ro the children outside to
Teletubby-esque  mounds St James' Fitzroy play. A few developments
and telescopic speaking tubes Gate, below, hasa | now offer eye-catching
sprouting out of the ground. wooden climbing

Three-bedroom homes cost | area and ameadow

from £655,000. full of wild flowers

The need for child- g

friendly spaces is not limited
to city centres. At Cane Hill
Park, a joint venture by Bar-

on the edge of the North
Downs in Coulsdon, near the
Surrey border, the play area
has balancing beams, log fea-
tures, rope climbing frames
and a “trim trail” obstacle
course.  This
was a big draw
for Tan and Jur-

town-
house in July. “We moved
here from a flat with no
garden in nearby Cheam
so the big, attractive green
areas were very important
to us in bringing up a
young child” says Ian, 44.
“Our 19-year-old son uses
the running trail while
our two-year-old, Noah,

climbing wall and table tennis, with uses the playground. Their cousins,

prices from £789,950. And it’s not just ‘The.world can be d between five and 12, come over

;lj):utu buildirﬁr xz)ll?iy arﬁ:al% for y(éung a serous place_ ?qd tgley can all play togfther :‘l;li Lah safe,

15; Lo appeal to ler children and en- . riendly environment, alo our

} ﬁouragel&éuagel::edraﬂona] play, Ban‘-att That’s Why it’s neighbours’ c?ildt:l:anf’ lx"r%ces start
| as included badminton nets, ping ’ from £584,995 for three bedrooms.

pong tables and chess boards among its lmportant to play Family-friendly environments out-

two acres of outside space at its Fulham

side the inner cities are also proyided

indoor play areas for those rainy days.
At Capco’s Lillie Square in Earl’s Court,
south-west London, where prices start
from £775,000, residents of the 808
homes have access to a children’s play-
room with fun furniture and a range of
toys and games. Alternatively at Lin-
coln Square, a five-star development
by Lodha UK in central London’s Hol-
born, where homes are available from
£990,000, there’s a 758 sq ft play room.
Designed by award-winning designer
Patricia Urquiola, it is a vibrant space
separated into different zones by unu-
sual rope screens. There’s a slide and
ballpit section for younger children, a
table tennis area, and for the inevitable
‘moment of parental weakness, a televi-
sion and video games area, too.

and planning permission to

_ R create a large kitchen/dining
Sweet: a city forged with sugar room. S
TAKE ME DOWN TO REGULATION CHANGES
GINGERBREAD CITY LEAD TO CAPITAL ASSETS
With windows made of sugar, | Indian buyers are pouring.
cornicing delicately spun out | into central London’s
oficing and pillars made of lethargic high-end property
candy cane, this city is far market after a change to how
tastier than the real world. ‘much money they can take

Major architecture firms out of their home country.

have turned their expertise Buying agency Black Brick
from glass and steel to biscuits | said that 13 per cent of sales it
and chocolate. An imaginary | has done this year have been
London has been remade in

gingerbread, complete with a

castle, university, landscaping
and roads. The buildings light
up and one even has roof tiles
made from edible paper.

It is open until December
22 at the Museum of
Architecture in South
Kensington, London.
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“THE TRAMP’
Chadl%‘ Chéplirxlﬁllen,
spent part of his
early life ina

e
on,
south London,

e is.
believed
‘have lived there
fora year,
between 1898
1d 1899, in dire
" poverty with his
| mother and
brother. Aged
seven, he was sent

- much money can be taken

Prime: Mayfair is popular

to Indian buyers, up from
2.6 per cent in 2015-16.
Separate research by
Cluttons found that between:
August 2016 and July 2017,
Indian buyers accounted for
22 per cent of the sales in -
prime central London, up
from five per cent in 2012,
This is partly due to
changes in the Reserve Bank
of India’s regulations of how

out of the country. The
so-called liberal remittance
scheme was adjusted in 2015,
meaning that a family of four
can take out $1million
(£748,000), while previously
it was only $400,000.
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